About JD Spero’s School Visits
A former schoolteacher herself, Johannah (JD) Spero loves speaking to students and visiting
classes ranging from upper elementary to high school. In either a large assembly or classroom
workshop, she aims to ignite a creative spark, make parallels with state standards and the
school’s mission statement, and encourage the love of reading and writing.
ASSEMBLIES
Johannah’s assemblies include a behind-the-scenes look into the book publishing process.
Lifecycle of a Book provides insights on how a book comes into the world—from the “big idea” to
publication. Students are also exposed to the components of story structure. Assemblies
conclude with a reading and a group Q&A. Typical length for an assembly is 45 – 60 minutes,
depending on school schedule. (Lifecycle of a Book can be modified for a classroom workshop,
and includes a story-starter brainstorming activity).

Visits can be structured as a series of assemblies to different grade levels, or a combination of
assemblies and classroom workshops. (Workshops can always be tailored to curriculum.)

WORKSHOPS
Workshops can range from 45 to 90 minutes depending on grade level and schedule. These
smaller classroom and library workshops build off concepts covered in the larger assembly.
1. “Just say no” to peer pressure (best for middle school)
Empowering students to make the right choices is a concern at every grade level. From
choosing the right friends to saying no to drugs, students will empathize with the main
character of Forte as she struggles with these very issues. In a fun activity, students are
asked to try a “magic potion” that is linked to a modern-day Faustian bargain. A journal
prompt encourages students to explain their thinking with details from personal
experience.
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2. Extreme weather & climate change (best for middle or high school)
In this session, students will examine recent unusual weather events and consider the
effects of climate change. Exploring the premise of Concerto, Johannah will read selected
excerpts that involve extreme “natural” disasters. After addressing a serious issue of our
time in an imaginative way, students will come away with a specific “to-do” to help ease
the effects of climate change.
3. Greek gods as modern-day characters (best for upper elementary or middle school)
Any Percy Jackson fans in your class? This workshop is for them! Get to know the Greek
gods that appear in the Forte series, identifying literary devices such as allusion, imagery,
and personification. A small group activity allows students to create character sketches
based on other popular Greek gods.
4. Ghost stories! (best for upper elementary)
After sharing upstate New York folklore and “true” ghost stories referenced in awardwinning Forte, Johannah will read the popular Halloween scene from the book. History of
storytelling and oral tradition are explored through a fun, interactive game of “telephone.”
Students are encouraged to share their own “campfire stories” and—depending on class
size—s’more snacks will be served!
5. Catcher’s Keeper (best for high school or college)
An in-depth look at how JD Salinger’s classic The Catcher in the Rye inspired Johannah’s
award-winning, alternative historical Catcher’s Keeper. Intended for more mature
students, topics include intellectual property (authorship vs. ownership), the life of JD
Salinger, the historic controversy of The Catcher in the Rye—why it was banned in the US
and how it influenced the infamous murder of John Lennon.
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BOOKS & AUTOGRAPHING
Johannah is happy to sign books during her visit. The best, most economical way to purchase
books for her school visits is directly through the publisher (Xchyler Publishing) or through
Johannah herself. Orders can be facilitated via email (johannahspero@gmail.com) and books can
be sent directly to the school.
FEES *
Full Day (4 – 5 sessions)

$750

Half Day (2 – 3 sessions)

$500

Single Assembly

$200

Single Mini Workshop

$150

* Plus expenses, to include: mileage for travel at the IRS minimum rate (if greater than 30 miles),
airfare, lodging, and meals, if applicable. Prices listed do not include books.

TESTIMONIALS & BOOK AWARDS
Johannah's enthusiasm is contagious and I could only think how much her students must love
her classes. I wholeheartedly recommend this presentation. - Suzanne Merrill, Queensbury High
School, NY (Retired English teacher)
What a day! My first impression of Johannah was that it’s obvious she is a former teacher. She not
only spoke with clarity and ease, but she engaged a class full of teenagers . . . Her presentation
was flawless. She kept students engaged . . . and led them through an activity designed to help
anyone outline a novel. We were very lucky to land a visit from this upcoming rock star and wish
her luck on her newest novel! - Kristina Peterson, English teacher, Exeter High
It was amazing! You could’ve heard a pin drop for an hour. Mrs. Spero captured the attention of
each and every student. She explained how she edits her writing . . . and where she finds her
inspiration. I consider having a published author answer thoughtful questions asked by our
students one of my favorite teaching moments. - Georgianna Bull, ELA teacher STEP Program,
Southern Adirondack Education Center
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RESOURCES/IDEAS FOR FUNDING A SCHOOL VISIT
-

The NEA (National Education Association)

-

How to write a grant proposal

-

Wells Fargo Charitable Contributions for Education & Educators

-

Amber Brown Grant from SCBWI

-

The McCarthey Dressman Education Foundation’s Academic Enrichment Grants

-

Title I Grants (if your school is eligible for Title I funding)

-

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies

-

Host a Read-a-Thon.

-

Sell books (purchased from author at 30% discount).

-

Split the visit (and costs) with another school in your area.

-

Seek support within your community from organizations such as Rotary, Kiwanis,
Elks, Eagles, and Lions.
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